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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the application in light of the amendments and the following remarks is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 9-1 1 are pending. Claims 1-8 and 12 have been canceled without prejudice or 
surrender of the subject matter contained therein. 

The Applicant appreciatively acknowledges the Examiner's allowance of claims 9-11. 

Claims 1-8 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,542,604 to Blon et al. in view of the Examiner's statement of what was known by a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. Claims 1-8 and 12 have been 
canceled, thus the rejection is rendered moot. 

CONCLUSION 

Each and every point raised in the Office Action dated August 24, 2004 has been addressed 
on the basis of the above amendments and remarks. In view of the foregoing it is believed that 
claims 9-1 1 are in condition for allowance and it is respectfully requested that the application be 
reconsidered and that all pending claims be allowed and the case passed to issue. 
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If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner beUeves could be resolved 
through a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 



Dated: December 1, 2004 




Respectful submitted, 
By. 

Richard J. Katz 

Registration No.: 47,698 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 



{W:\01O98\000fBO5usO\003 12687.DOC illlilllllililililllllllllllllllliinilll } 



